
 

Shih Tzu Puppies: The Perfect Loving & Gentle Companion 
 

Health, Temperament & Quality You Can Trust 
Shih Tzus are cherished for their sweet personalities, loving nature, and iconic flowing coats. Known as 
affectionate “lap dogs,” they bond deeply with their families and thrive in homes of all sizes — from 
downtown Austin apartments to larger suburban homes across Central Texas. Their calm, friendly 
temperament makes them wonderful companions for families, singles, and seniors. 

 

Characteristics of Shih Tzu Puppies 

Size 

Shih Tzus typically weigh 9–16 pounds, making them sturdy yet perfectly sized for indoor living.​
 Tip: Avoid jumping from high furniture — their compact build means it’s safer to use puppy stairs. 

Temperament 

Gentle, people-oriented, and naturally affectionate, Shih Tzus love being close to their families.​
 Tip: Daily cuddles and consistent routines help reinforce their calm, loving nature. 

Grooming 

Shih Tzus have beautiful, long coats that can be kept long or trimmed into a “puppy cut.”​
 Tip: Brush daily to prevent tangles, especially around the ears and face where debris collects. 

Health 

With quality care, Shih Tzus often enjoy lifespans of 12–16 years.​
 Tip: Clean tear stains regularly — their facial structure makes routine eye care important. 

 

Fun Facts & Insights About Shih Tzu Puppies 

Historical Tidbits 

Shih Tzus were treasured by Chinese royalty and were bred as indoor palace companions.​
 Tip: Their calm, watchful demeanor comes from centuries of being cherished lap dogs. 



 
Cultural Significance 

Known as “Lion Dogs,” Shih Tzus appear in ancient Chinese art and were considered symbols of good 
fortune. 

​
Tip: Use their affectionate nature to your advantage with positive reinforcement and gentle training. 

Why They’re Special Today 

Shih Tzus' low-shedding coats make them a great option for many allergy-sensitive households.​
 Tip: Weekly bathing and routine brushing keep their coat clean and reduce allergens. 

 

Caring for Your Shih Tzu Puppy 

Exercise Needs 

Shih Tzus don’t require intense exercise but benefit from short daily walks and indoor play.​
 Tip: Two 15–20 minute walks a day plus playtime is ideal for both mental and physical health. 

Feeding 

Small-breed puppies like Shih Tzus do best on a high-protein, nutrient-rich diet.​
 Tip: Feed 3 small meals per day to support stable blood sugar and steady growth. 

Training 

Shih Tzus respond best to calm, reward-based training.​
 Tip: Keep sessions short and positive — they thrive on encouragement and consistency. 

Socialization 

Shih Tzus are naturally friendly, but early exposure to new people and environments is essential.​
 Tip: Short outings, puppy playgroups, and gentle introductions help build confidence. 

 

Buying Your Shih Tzu Puppy from Prettiest Puppies 
Since 2012, Prettiest Puppies has proudly provided families across Austin and Central Texas with healthy, 
home-raised Shih Tzu puppies. Each puppy receives early socialization, veterinary care, and a written 
health guarantee to ensure a smooth transition into their forever home. 



 
 

Availability of Shih Tzu Puppies in Austin 
Shih Tzu puppies are consistently in high demand. New litters arrive every few weeks, but many puppies 
are reserved quickly.​
 If the Shih Tzus listed on our site are already taken, call us at 512-694-1137 to ask about upcoming litters 
or to join our priority waiting list. 

 

Why Families Choose Prettiest Puppies 

Experience You Can Trust 

With over a decade specializing in small breeds, Texas families rely on us for healthy, well-raised Shih 
Tzus. 

Health Guarantee 

Every Shih Tzu puppy comes with a written health guarantee for peace of mind. 

Ongoing Support 

From grooming tips to training guidance, we support your puppy’s journey long after adoption day. 

 

How to Get in Touch 
Call: 512-694-1137 for current Shih Tzu availability​
 Message: Use our online contact form​
 Location: Proudly serving Austin and surrounding Central Texas communities 
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